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December 26, 2025

Director Winslow,

| am submitting this letter as my formal intention to run for the position of Vice President at Large for
Region 3 of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police.

Presently | have been a member of the lllinois Association of Chiefs of Police since January of 2022. |
have proudly been serving in law enforcement for 27 years. Currently, | am the Chief of the Summit
Police Department, a mid-sized department in North East lllinois. | have been fortunate to work a variety
of tasks as a police officer including but not limited to; 18 years as a SWAT operator, Field Training
Officer, department training coordinator, detective, task force member, and department use of force
instructor.

Initially assuming the role of Interim Chief and eventually being selected as Chief, | have led the Summit
Police Department for approximately three and a half years. | have held positions of leadership within
the department in various roles as Patrol Sergeant, Detective Sergeant, and Lieutenant. Some of the
positions | have held outside of the department include being a supervisor on the South Suburban Major
Crimes Task Force, a senior member on the South Suburban Emergency Response Team, and | am
currently serving on the executive board for said team.

As for my educational background, | hold a Bachelor of Science Degree in Criminal Justice, A Master of
Science Degree in Public Safety Administration, and | am a graduate of Northwestern University’s School
of Police Staff and Command, class #527.

| am most proud of the work | have done within my agency. Bringing our department up to date on the
use of technology to increase efficiency and capabilities from patrol to investigative duties. Additionally
emphasizing individual officer training, increasing various skill sets from vital knowledge to actual hands
on practices in the field.

I have benefited from the resources and reach of the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police. As such, |
would be honored to give back in an effort to advocate for this profession and the agencies within

Region 3 as Vice President at Large.

Sincerely,

o g

Mel Ortiz
Chief of



