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July 1, 2026
Scott Kristiansen
scottkilacp@gmail.com

Illinois Speed Awareness Day Press Conference
SPRINGFIELD – The Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police (ILACP) will launch its Illinois Speed Awareness Day campaign with a press event at 10 a.m. on Tuesday, July 21, 2026, at the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy (SLEA) at the College of DuPage located at 425 Fawell Boulevard, Glen Ellyn, Illinois. This event is open to both the public and the media.
Date:		Tuesday, July 21, 2026
Purpose:	Press Conference/Speed Awareness Day
Time:		10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Location: 	Suburban Law Enforcement Academy
		425 Fawell Boulevard
Glen Ellyn, IL. 60137
		
Speakers:	
· Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police: Zion Police Chief Eric Barden
· State of Illinois: Governor, Lt. Governor or Representative TBA
· NHTSA Region 5 Representative: TBA
· Illinois Department of Transportation: Stephane-Seck-Birhame, IDOT Bureau Chief
· Illinois State Police: TBA
· AAA: TBA
· Illinois Tollway Authority: Rohan Gayle
· Illinois Sheriff’s Association Representative: TBA
· Closing - Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police: Zion Police Chief Eric Barden
Coordinators:
· Law Enforcement Liaison, Scott Kristiansen, 847-456-2293
· Law Enforcement Liaison, Paul Rizzo, 224-286-0102 

Notes:
The event is being held at the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy (SLEA) indoor training facility at the College of DuPage. The location is reserved from 9am to 1pm and provides a venue that will not be affected by the weather. We are asking that everyone arrive by 9:30am. Speakers will present in the order listed above. Each speaker will introduce the next speaker. Chief Barden will conclude the press event with some closing remarks and answering any questions.
Backdrop for the event will consist of uniformed law enforcement officers and a banner.
Any questions, contact LEL Scott Kristiansen scottkilacp@gmail.com or at 847-456-2293

Speed Awareness Day

This year’s Illinois Speed Awareness Day is set for Wednesday, July 22, 2026. The ILACP’s efforts for Illinois Speed Awareness Day are supported by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), and hundreds of law enforcement agencies statewide. 
Founded by the ILACP in 2016, Illinois Speed Awareness Day is a coordinated statewide effort focused on reducing the deadly consequences of excessive speeding on Illinois roadways. By uniting law enforcement agencies, public agencies, and private stakeholders, the campaign seeks to raise awareness and change driver behavior through education and high-visibility enforcement (HVE). 
“Speeding continues to be one of the leading contributors to serious and fatal crashes, making public education and enforcement more important than ever,” said Kenny Winslow, ILACP Executive Director. “Every mile per hour matters, and every safe decision behind the wheel can make the difference between life and death.”

Why Dedicate a Day to Speed Awareness?
Speed is one of the leading contributory causes of all types of crashes involving a motor vehicle. Speeding is not limited to exceeding the posted limit for a specific roadway; it also includes driving too fast for weather/road/traffic conditions. National trends suggest more drivers are operating motor vehicles with less regard for speed limits and surrounding traffic conditions. This type of driving behavior and attitude has resulted in high crash numbers, increased injuries, and fatalities. Speed also impacts the severity of the crash, type and extent of the injuries, and the number of fatalities.
According to NHTSA FARS data for Illinois, between 2023-2024, there were 2,228 fatal crashes. A total of 34.1% (760) of those crashes were speed-related.
Nationally, during the same time period, more than 80,000 lost their lives in motor vehicle crashes. Nearly 23,100 (approximately 29%) of those crashes were speed-related.  

More Information
For more information on the Illinois Speed Awareness Day and resources, visit https://www.ilchiefs.org/speed-awareness-day
Additional graphics and photos for media use can be found here.
To request an interview prior to the Speed Awareness Day press conference or for additional media inquiries, please contact:
Scott Kristiansen
Law Enforcement Liaison Supervisor
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police
scottkilacp@gmail.com

AJ Bailey
Deputy Director
Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police
aj@ilchiefs.org


About the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police
The ILACP is the professional organization of Chiefs of Police and other leaders of law enforcement and public safety organizations in the State of Illinois. The ILACP envisions empowered law enforcement leaders guided by top-tier training, certification, and advocacy. As a trusted source for executive development and policy, we promote ethical, innovative, and accountable policing that builds lasting public trust and sets the standard for leadership and community partnership.
image1.png




image2.png




